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SUBJECT: SUDANESE VIEWS ON SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL ON NEW PONMIN DIRECTOR, 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE APPAIRS, BEREIR MUNTASEM, JUNE 4 
WE DISCUSSED SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA. 

AHTHOUGH MUNTASEM IS NOT HIGH-RANKING SUDANGOV 
OPFICIAL, BELIEVE HIS VIEWS REELECT CURRENT POLICY. 

ALTER DISCUSSING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS IN GENERAL, I 
ASKED POR HIS REACTION TO VIEW HELD BY SOME OBSERVERS 
THAT CONTINUED SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA WOULD BE 
STABLIZING INPLUENCE AND LESSEN PROBABILITY OP WAR 
BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA. 

2. MUNTASEM REJECTED THIS VIEW AND SAID THAT FROM 
SUDANESE POINT OP VIEW RUSSIANS COULD NOT RPT NOT 
BE TRUSED AND THEIR PRESENCE IN ANY NEARBY COUNTRY 
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WAS CONSIDERED TO BE A DANGER TO SUDAN. SUDANESE 
POLICY IS TO DO WHATEVER IT CAN TO WEAN SOMALIS 
AWAY FROM THEIR DEPENDENCE ON USSR. THAT IS WHY 
PRESIDENT NIMEIRI RECENTLY INDIACTED, IN LEBANESE 
NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW, THAT IN ANY WAR BETWEEN 
SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA, SUDAN WOULD SUPPORT SOMALIS. 

THEY FEET, THEY HAVE HAD SOME SUCCESS, AND MUNTASEM 
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URGED USG TO BE AS FORTHCOMING AS POSSIBLE IN MEETING 
SOMALI NEEDS. FYI: I BRIEFED HIM ON RECENT AID 
SURVEY TEAM VISIT TO SOMALIA. END FYI. 

HE ADDED THAT SOMALIS DEFINITELY WANT TO MOVE AWAY 
FROM SOVIETS ALTHOUGH THEY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT FILLING 
GAP SUCH A MOVE WOULD LEAVE. 

3. RE SOVIETS AS A STABILIZING FACTOR, MUNTASEM 

DID NOT ARGUE AGAINST THIS VIEW DIRECTLY. HOWEVER, 

HE SAID THAT HE BELIEVED SUDANESE INTERESTS WILL BE 
SERVIED IF SOVIET PRESENCE IN REGION IS CONCENTRATED 
IN ETHIOPIA. HE SUGGESTED THAT BY POLARIZING SITUATION 
ALL NATIONS OF THE REGION WILL DIRECT THEIR 
ATTENTION TO SOVIET-ETHIOPIAN THREAT AND ULTIMATELY 
THIS THREAT WILL BE OVERCOME. 

4. COMMENT: BELIEVE SUDANGOV FROM NIMEIRI ON DOWN 
ACCEPT VIEW THAT SUDANESE INTERESTS ARE JEOPARDIZED 
BY SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA. THEIR 
TACTICS ARE TO ISOLATE SOVIETS IN ETHIOPAI. FOR 
SUDANESE, CONTINUED SOVIET PRESENCE IN BOTH ETHIOPIA 
AND SOMALIA, EVEN IF IT IS MORE "STABLE " FROM OUR 
POINT OF VIEW, IS UNACCEPTABLE SINCE THEY BASICALLY 
MISTRUST SOVIETS WHOM THEY JUDGE AIM ULTIMATELY 
TO OVERTHROW NIMEIRI REGIME HERE AS WELL AS SADAT 
IN EGYPT. IN EFFECT, SUDANESE BELIEVE FIRST PRIORITY 

IS TO GET SOVIETS OUT OF SOMALIA, WHICH THEY BELIEVE 
IS POSSIBLE IN RELATIVELY NEAR TERM. HAVING DONE 
THAT, THEN TO TURN THEIR ATTENTION TO SOVIET PRESENCE 
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IN ETHIOPIA. 
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